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Rag 
C R: Lordſbips ' baving ex-- 
reſt d a defere, that the Dif- 


| conf £F were eaſel to hear with 


patience at the Aſies in Cornwall, 
fhould be made publick; I bave ad- 
ventured it into the World, upon no: 
other ground, but in. obediemee to- 
Your- ordſbips Communds , and. in. 


hope 0 Tour avourable P rotaliline - | 
4 fe A. 3 which Y— 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


which as it muſt wholly proceed from 
Tour own Goodneſs and Generofity, 
and 1s, not .pretended renta by any me- 
rit either in the Aiithor, o#tÞe thing 
it ſelf; ſo I truſt it will be.a clearer 
Inftance of Tour Lordſhips . Endea- 
Vonrs to promote any thing that may 
tend to the good of the Publick : and 
it will alſo lay a greater obligation 
upon 
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Bu Sar. i t. 2 5. former part ofthe Verle. 


1 If one man fon ageinft another, the 


Fudge ſhall judge him ; but if a 


man fin again#t the Lord, who. 


7 ſeal entreat for bim 2 


T. hasbeen obſerved concerning the 
Santtons of bumane Laws, that they 
| have generally.reſpe&, rather to the 
| bad Examples. of Crimes, and the in- - 


ks they may have upon the Publick, 


than to the nature of. the Crimes themſelves. : : 
And henge it comes to -pi(s that ſeverer 
puniſhments are inflifted upon” ſome Of- 


fenders, though their. guilt in ic {elf conf1- 


dered, may be leſs than that of thoſe who 
eſcape unpuniſh'd. For the great end of 


all Laws being} the conſervation of the 


Publick Good, and maintaining a Common 
Intereſt ; as long as that is ſecurd, men 


trouble not themſelves ſo much about 
thole 


C2] 
thoſe things, wherein the Commonweal is not 

nearer home, "tis {aid that in the Eaſtern 
Parts. of the World, where mea liye pro- 
milcuoully together, and have all things 
as it were in common ; a {mall theft is 
thought to deſerve the uemoſt penalty, be- 
cauſe it is impoſſible they ſhould ſubſiſt, 
in their way of living, unleſs they were 


very ſecure, that: one. dar'd not inyade_ 


what was another man's. So true is it 
-what old Eli has obſerv'd in the words be- 
fore us, That if one man ſmn.againſt another, 
if one man touches another in his Petfon 
or Intereſt, the Remedy is eafie, the Law 
55 open, or (as Dr. Hammond more critical» 
| ly renders &goextot zgoviau) the Alſſzes are 
held, they may implead one another, attd the 
Fadge- ſhall pudee bim ; but if a man ſin a- 
.gainft God, the caſe is not ſo ; he is not 
in a capacity of making any fſatisfaQtion 
ro the Divme Majeſty, and few will dare 
to interpole on the behalf of ſuch an Of- 
fender : If a man ſm againſt the Lord, who 
ſhall mtreat for bon ? 


In 


* ->, IFN 34D 


FxÞ- 


ln which Words there is, an. evident 
diindtion ſuppos'd between two ſorts of 
fms, one, of thoſe whereby one man ſms a- 
gainſt another, and then they have their 
remedy at Law ; ; Eft cognitio Civil aut Ec» 
cleſiaſtica-qua res componi poſſunt (laich Ju- 
nias in his Notes upon this place) : the other 
is of ſuch ſins whereby a, man fins againſt 
the Lord, not only as God is the great Le- 
giſlator and Governour of the World, for 
ſo all ſins are againſt him as cranſgreſſions 
of his Laws; but ſins wherein God is 4a 
Party, whereby he is prejudiced or diſho- 
noured in thole things that relate unto 
him : ſuch was the ſin of Hli's Sons, who 
prophaned the SanQuary of God, and 
SAUMTH his Worſhip 26# Religion into 
contempt ; and in this caſe they could 
not hope to eſcape either by the mercy 
and lenity of a Judge, or the skill-of an 
Advocate ; not by the interceſſion of 
Friends, or making an intereſt with Great 
Perſons, or the like : If a man ſm againſt 
the Lord, who ſhall i intreat for bim * .- 
I ſhall not trouble you with the diffe- 


rent ways of rendering! "ale words by ſe 
B  veral 
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yeral Interpreters, ' occafioned chiefly by 
the'ambiguity of the word B39 - which 
though a Noun of the Plural Number, 
(yer by a' peculiar 1diom of the ſacred 
Language) ſometimes ſignifies the only 
one ſupreme God, and at other times thoſe 


Pal. $2. 1. Whom the Pfalmiſt calls Gods, 4.' e: Magi- 


ſtrates and Judges . but' taking -our Engliſh 
Verſion to be moſt agreeable both to the 
Hebrew truth, and to the intent of Eli in 
reproving his Sons ; I ſhall-in my follow- 
ing Diſcourſe ſpeak diſtin&tly to both 
theſe ſorts of Sins : 


' Thoſe whereby one man ſms againſt 


another. is 
Il. Thoſe whereby a man ſms againſt 


God. 


' *L'Of Offences between man and 
man.; of which'it is faid, If one man (m 
4 ainſt "4;lother , the Judge ſhall judge bim : 
Pence [ oblerye theſe three things. 

..1. That Covrts of Judicature, for-the de- 
cifion of ſuch' Cauſes as' might happen 
. berween man and man, was one of God's 

| own 


os HI EIa pes IR _— 
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own; Tuſtitytions among his prop the Jews, 


Where if one man fourd againſt anotber,' the 
Tues did, judge, him. $6} {4 da DO ESCORC'S 
"ccoH Tas; wp.rhe great bhappings ohagy 
people, when'there-:arefuch (Courts of Jy 
dicature © e's and. the Laws have their 
free courſe, that fo. ifig ge man fm 489hnſt, hae 


other, the Jar mg ugg Mims: wh doid oy 


+ That cis the Duty af every private 
perlon to ſubmir., himſelf.ro fuch _ 


and ewes, Ws wo SY Poline 


p 4 
thy '3 0 Coutts: "of 70fþ udicature, oat hi 
Jecifl 10n of, ENS 4 Fc gooog TO -WAS 
their Rel Senreign and nheis{gpyert- 
ſoy s Was if it what, 2 REI s.tnuly, talls ItH; A 1n lib. con- 
beacr acy, we fin oarts-as.th thee ere- tra Appion. 
Etedamong - any th Co inſtance of. Je- 
ogether wich-chg command of God = 
go Ts! er wh / ITHajes chaſe, 9hile lynn. ttrinf 
all Iſrael, and: made pres Heails over \the- pe0- 


ple3 rulers; of | thouſands, rulers of- yl 

rhlers, of fiſts, and rulers ofctons; and they +1 
Judged. the. people.at, all, 'F/ ns,z1the batt Cayfes wy : 
they. brought unto. Motes,  bjtavery-faialhmis- = 

ter they judged OO EGG 1&6 "_— 


"lo: 


[6] 
of theſe men (as ſome'think) or at leaſt 
ſuch as theſe did Hoſes again by God's 
command chuſe ſeventy men of the Elders of 
Tſrael, Numb.-t 1. and God indued them 
with a Spirit of Prophecy, that they might: 
be able to inſtruct the people in the Law, 
and help to bear the burthen of them, 
which Moſes had'complain'd was too hea- 
vy 'for him : in agreement to which the 
Jews had always among them a ſupreme 
Court icalled 'the Sanbedr im, conliſting of 
ſeverity* one” perſons, 'Teventy-from the num- 
ber Mhſes called untohim, and one whom 
they-looked upon as his Succeſſor, and 
therefore'-called him N% Princeps Sena- 
: 41s}\ or *Lord-Chief*Juſice; and this High 
_ -Court exercis'd - Juriſdiftion over them, 
not- only ' uhder- thoſe extraordinary 
Judzes ' whom God raiſed up' at ſeveral 
times, \2hd 'the Kiigs thar ſucceeded them ; 
bur alſo in all vacancies and inter-regnums, 


* Foſephus continuing (if we believe their * Hiſtort- 
Antiq. 114+ gn) uritil' Herod putithem down to ſecure 


hinoalf-of che" Kingdom 3 beſide his 
tliey- had” inferiour Courts or Confiſtories 
in every. City, from all which there lay 


AY, 
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an Appeal to the great Sanhedrim at Jeruſa- 


lem. I ſhall not trouble you with the ſe- 


veral places of Scripture that allude to theſe. 

Courts, it being ſufficient co my preſent 

purpole ro know that they were iaſtitu- 

red at the command of- Ged, ſupported by. 

his authority and afliftance in caſes of great- 

er difficulty, and thar they continued. a- 

mong them F. until the Romans came, . and + Or as 
took: away: both their place. and nation: Now eh en Nas - | 
though we cannot draw. Arguments from: »ſq; ad tem- 
every particular Law and Divine. Inſticu- _——_ >4 
tion among the Jews, to infer:an obligati- thoriras Sy- 
on tothe ſame in any other Nation, #4# cv4- 
(they. being inſticuted . for ſuch peculiar ”** 
reaſons as agree not to. other people: ) 
yet I think in chegeneral an Argumear' 

is good, That whatſoever God appointed 
among. them- (the reaſon continuing the. 
fame): is expedient and neceſlary in any 
Government whatſoever. I'm ſure Chriſt 
introducing the Chriſtian Religion upon. 
that of -the Jews made no alteration as to 
this Point ; our Saviour was tried by the 
Sanbedrim, and fubmitted-to their unjuſt 


Sentence, when he ſuffered, he threatned nat . 1 Pet. 2.23; 


che 


a. 


- 


| 1|g87 

Atts 4 the Apoſtles were brought before the Comncil, 
ind never pleaded to the: Juriſdiction of 

the Court': St. Paub particularly:acknow- 

ledges that Ananias fat to judge him 7 + 

AQts 23. 3. »dugy, according to Law, and begs pardon of 
the Court when he had reviled him, al- 
ledging' his ignorance for excuſe, and ad- 

ding that he was inftructed out of the 

Law not fo ſpeak evil of the Ruler of God's 

.  -, people. © And' the firſt Chriſtians, -when 
Mark 13.9. they were brought. before Councils and 
| Magiſtrates and Rulers (as our Saviour had. 
foretold 'of them) though the accuſations 

__ were falſe, and the crimes could not ſuf- 
ficiently be'proved againſt chem, yer they 
queſtioned not'the 'Authoriry of the Magi» 

ſtrate ; it the Judge judged them (guilty, 

they patiently ſubmitted themſelves. All 

this is ſo plain; that L ſhould not have 
mentioned ir, but for the Enthuſtaſtick con- 

ceits of ſome of our Northern Neighbours, 

who for the erecting of (what they blaſ- 


phemoufly call) the'Xmodom of Chriſt, cry 


down all Magiſtrates and Laws, as unne- 

 ceſlary under the Goſpel, and but fo many 
infringements of our Chriſtian Liberty : the 

k extravagance 
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extrayagance of which- etrour needs no 


other confutation, than the horrid confu- 
fions it has, and-will always, raiſe where- 
ever it {hall be entertained. And-there- 


fore, 


Fudicature open, and the Laws have their 
free courſe, that ſo if one man ſm againſt an- 


ether, the Judge may judge him. For either '/ 
we muſt ſuppoſe men to be ſo juſt and 
equal of themſelves, as to have no need. 
of Laws, or Judges to judge them ; or elle 


we muſt allow private revenge , and (uffer 
every man to.judge for himſelf. The firſt 
of theſe, viz: That men. ſhould be juſt and e- 


qual without Laws, we may well talk of, 


and wiſh for, as a moſt happy condition, 


and moſt agreeable to the nature and ſub- | 
lime Excellencies of Mankind ; but no. 


man that is ever {o little acquainted with 
the World will venture to try the experi- 
ment. Among all the diverſities of Laws 
and Governments that have been in the 


World, there was no man ever attempted 


roeftabliſh a Society withour any at all, as 
well 


i s 
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2. *Tis certainly the great happineſs 
of a. people whea there are ſuch Courts of 
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well knowing'that to be wholly impracti- 
cable, and thoſe Societies have always been 
looke on as the moſt proſperous and hap- 
py, where the Laws have been moſt equal, 
and the execution of them moſt punctual : 
for let men be never ſo well inſtructed in 


the Precepts of Vertue, and let Religion 


too come in for a new obligation ro Du- 
ty, yet ſtill chere are hopes and fears, pal- 
fions nacural to mens minds, and theſe 
muſt be wrought upon by Rewards and 
Puniſhments ; and all little enough , God 
knows, to keep up che face of Order, and 
the Decorum of a Society among men. 
Nunquam tam bene attum eſt cum rebus buma- 
nis ut plures fint meliores, the worſe are al- 
ways the moſt in number ; and ſhould 
men be ler alone to their own inbred 
Notions of right and Wrong, and good and 
evil : the few that would live up to theſe 
Rules, would be an eaſe prey to the ma- 
ny that would deſpiſe them : Without 
Laws then, and the execution of them, 
we cannot 'be happy or ſafe. Nor on 
the other ſide, can it be leſs ruinous to 


Man 


permit private revenge, and ſuffer every 
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man 'to judge for:himlelt. This \is what 
no equal wan will deft Ire, and whag the 
unjuſt will always abule ; *tis-ro give. way 
ro» force and Wolence, and to-let Right be 
determined by the ſtrength of, mens Arms, 
and ſharpneſs of their Weapons ; is. 
ro expole Innocence, which of it (elf is but 
a weak. defence. againſt blind. rage-and- 
brutiſh paſſion :- We may guels to! what 


A wretched eſtate this would reduce us, (if 


generally allowed) \by che evils cauſed a. 


mong us by thoſe, that will ayenge their 


Quarrels in: private: Combats. arid: Duels : 

On what. type accounts .do: men engage. 

in- them? To: what an: heighth, of ;re- 

venge are they: carriedion 7: and how does: 

the thedding of Bloud ſtaingur Shares,and | 

the cry of it i Heaven 2. Vengeance #5 Rom. 12. 

mine, 1 will repay (ſaith the Lord.) The Ma-#' '9: 
oiſtrate has. provided Laws for ithe: puniſh+ 1 Pet. 2. 14. 

Ss of 'evil-Doers, and for- the praife of them 

that do well ; but.cheſe men ,; as Neit 


fearing God, DEF regarding man, acknowledge 


no Laws buctheir own will, no God:{| but | So Mezen- 


tius in Vir-. 
their own right hand. :: A: Barbarity this, * gil, Dextra 


that was firſt introduced into theſe parts/of 5b; Dew. 
mM -i_ by the incurſions of the Goths 
'S: 


and 


[12 ] 
a3hd Pandals : for in the ancient Greek and 
Roman Hiſtories we meet with few or no 


footſteps of this praftice among men of 


Honour : Not that they wanted either 
Spirit to'refenr an injury, -or Courage to 
right themſelves. No men ever expreſt 
a more generous contempt of life than 
theſe did upon all occaſions; and if at any 
time they thought it Great and Roman-like 


to dye, the Draught of Poyſon or the Ponyard, 


the'Barbers Razor or the River, cannot be 


more ready now than they were then :; 


bur they had not that falſe Notion of Ho- 
0k among them, that ſo prevails now 
adays, whereby men per{wade themſelves 
that the leaſt affront is not to be expiated 
but with the blood of the Offender ; that 
*tis beneath a man that wears a Sword to 
ſubmit” his Cauſe to the deciſion of the 
Eaw, and therefore they will be their own 
Judges and! Avengers too : in the faſt, 


they uſurp upon the Laws of the Land ; in 
the ſecond, upon the Laws of God. If this 


be' true Courage, if it be that Fortitude 
that is recommended as a Vertue, 'tis 
what no Moraliſt has ever yet acquainted 
vs with ; 'tis rather the diate of thoſe 

Aa beppgs 
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Hleppge viar, AS ||, Ariſtotle calls them, thole | Rber.tib. 2. 


warm Youths, whom he would ſcarce © 4, *=*t 


allow to be fit Hearers of Morality, io far ;, 


yay of 0110 
phvor , £TW 


are they from. being fic Teachers. *4 ie 3. "ris Srabeguol 6 


the Ethicks of a Ho -School. "If this be . 


ala 0 ybor 
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an evil among us that is- grown too ** 


great for a, remedy, I hope we: may. be 
permitted without aftront:co. lament. it. as 


the unhappineſs of our times, that undex 


ſuch excellent Civil Conſtitutions, and a Re- 
ligion ſo well reforme4 , as we live ; men 


ſhould yer be given over to that degree of 


madneſs, as to throw away their Souls, for 
whic they are to give an account to Al- 
mighty God ; their Lives , which .they 
owe to the Service of their King and 
Councry ; their Eſtates, for which they. 
are in ſome ſort indebted ro: their Polte- 
rity ; and their Fame and Reputation, for 


which they are accountable to the whole 


World ; and all chis upon ſuch pitiful and 
trivial accounts, as any great. or Wiſe max 
muſt needs chink - foolith 'and- beneath 
him. So thenif wecannarfubſift, much 
leſs be happy, withour Laws, or at the 
mercy of eyery one that will make Laws, 
206 execute them himſelf ;: i 
C 2 


124] 

'- -muſt conſiſt (as it does) in that our Laws 
' are in the hands of ſuch men as are deſcri- 
| bed in Deut. x. Hen of wiſdom and under- 

ſtanding , men. of courage and integrity, that 
will hear the Cauſes between us, and judge righ- 
teouſly between every man and his brother ; that 
will not reſpe& perſons in Judement, but will 
hear the ſmall as well as the great, that Will not 
be afraid of the face of man, for the judgment 
# God's. And hence it follows, 
3. That 'tis the Duty of every private 

perſon to fubmic to the Judgments and Sen- 
tences of ſuch men ; for if one man ſin againſt 
another, the Judge muſt judge him. Tis eve 
ry man's: Duty, as he is Member of a 
Seciety, to contribute what he can to the 
proſperity and welfare of it. And this prof- 
perity conliſts mainly in keeping the 'Magi- 
ftrates Authority intire and in repute: ; 
which, next under God's Providence, is 
the great ſupport of any Government. Now | 
the chief end of the Magiſtrates Power is 
to compoſe Quarrels and Diſputes; how- 
ſoever they are railed ; and; when men 
will neither be perlwaded by reaſon ;' nor : 
inclined by good nature, to'force them to 

be-juft and:equal by.exemplaryPuniſhments ; = 


for 
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for a man then to decline.the Sentence of 
the Judge, and to take. any other way.to 
right himſelf, is to vacate all Authority, and 
to diſſolve the - very Bonds and Liga- 
ments of Society. Befides the obligations 
of Oaths and Covenants to obedience, even 
. moral boneſty and gratitude it. ſelf ſhould teach _ 
us to ſubmir :- for how can we otherwiſe 
anſwer the happineſs we enjoy in the pro- 
tection of the- Laws-? Whence it comes 
to pals that every man calls what he has, . 
his own ; that in the Scripture-Phraſe, We wicah 4 4. 
may fit every man under his own Vine, and uns 
der bis own Fig-tree, and drink the waters of bis prov. 5. 15. 
own” Ciſtern.3+it in return we do not wil» 
lingly abide the tryal of the Law, and ſub- 
-mit to the penalty when we are found 
wilty. Saint Paul takes it fo much for 
granted, T hat an Oath for confirmation is (and 
ought to. be). an end of all ſtrife, that he 
thereby illuſtrates the «ja#awelov  BeMIs, the 
immutability of Gods counſel, Heb. 6. 16, 17. 
And this Oath (ſaith Eftius upon that: 
place) ought to..be coram. Judice ; upon.. 
which evidence.a Sentence pronounced has: 
by all civilized Nations been ever reckon- 
d facred and. inviohble. No man then: 
| = dares ; 


[x6] 


dares appeal from the Laws to himſelf, 
but the lawleſs and dilobedient, who there- 
fore hate the Laws becauſe they fear 
them. And thus have I done with the firſt 
ſort of ſins, whereby one man fins againſt 
another ; I come now to conſider, 
I. The ſms whereby we ſm againſt 
God, of which it is ſaid, If a man fin againſt 
the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him ? Whence 
I obſerve thele rwo things : 
t. That ſms againſt Ged leave a man in 


a more deſperateeſtate, than thoſe where- 


by one man ſms againſt another. 

2. That therefore a greater care ſhould 
be taken toavoid theſe ſims, and agreater 
_ degree of ſorrow and repentance when we 

fall into them. 

1. ' That ſms againſt God leave a man in 
a more deſperate eſtate, than thoſe where- 
by one man ſins againſt another. For in this 
latter caſe reftirution may be made to the 
perſon. wronged, and ſatisfaction to the 
Law, and God may allo pleaſe to accept 
of theſe {ufferings, and remit the guilt : 
But when a man ſins with an high hand, 
aiming directly at the Perſon and Maje- 
ity of God, what can he propole to make 


a 
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wife atonement 7 ? There remains 10-more facrt- Heh. 10. 27. 
erifice for ſuch ſins; but a certain fearful looking 
for of Judgment and fiery indignation, to devour 
thoſe Rep T hele fins are fo common 
among us, that I need not name them, but 


to wonder withal how they come to be 
fo little regarded. Such are blaſphemy and 


curſing, raſh and falſe Oaths, abuſe of Gods > 
Word, ridiculing the boly Scriptures, Sacrilege, 

and contempt of things Sacred, Idolatry, Irreli- 

gion and Atheiſm it (elf. Theſe are the 

cauſe majores in God's Canon-Law, that 

are referved for the higheſt Tribunal ; 

theſe coo men may puailh, as far as con- 

cerns the Publick, to hinder the ipreading 

and prevalence of ther»: bur who ſhall 

remit, or who can inflict God's part of the 

penalty 2 No man may deliver his Brother, or Pal.q9.7,8: 
make an agreement unto: God for him ; for it coſt : 
more to redeem their ſouls, ſo that be muſt let 

that alone for ever. The dignity of the 

perſon offended, the obligations he has. 

laid upon us, and conſequently the Duty: 

we owe him, the abuſe of his mercy, pre- 

| fuming upon his Goodnefs, and ſlighting _ 

his a&ts of Grace, (which ſingle are great 
aggravations) do: all concur here; and 


though. 


1 Joh. 5-16. 


1 Sam. 3. 
14. 


Job 1. 5. 


[18 ] 


though the fin be thus heightned, yer all 


cheuſual methods of atonement failustoo * 


He that has diſhonoured God, can never 
make amends by his after-endeayoursto ſer 
forth his Glory ; for this is but his Duty, and 
can quit no Scores : there is no hope to 
palliate or blanch a crime before him that 
knows not che matter of Fact only, but 
the very deflign and intention of the A- 


Gor. He may intrear others to pray for 


him : 1 dare nor ſay their prayers will be 
alcogether in vain : bur Sc, John hath cold 
us, that he can give no encouragement to 
pray for thole that ſm a fin unto death, i. e. 
are guilty of any heinous and daring im- 
piety. Thus inthe. caſe before us, the 
iniquity of Els Sons, who had made 
themſelves vile or accurſed, could not be 
purged withſacrifice, nor offering for ever. And 
we read in the Hiſtory of Job, that while 
his Sons were feaſting one another, and 
revelling in all the luxury of a plenteous 
Fortune, the pious Father was careful to 
offer burnt-offerings for each 'of them : for 
(laid he) it may be that my Sons have ſoned, 
and curſed God in their hearts, and no doubr 
but the good man had reaſon enough to 


ſuſpect 
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tuſpect his Sons might be thus guiley : but 
however that were, his Sacrifices prevail- 
ed liecle ; for they wete all deftroyed by a 
very {tgnal Tudgancat, Whither hh can 
we fly but to that Ged whom we'have of- 
tended ? from his' Juſtice! we may: appeal 
to his Mercy : | but when we have ſinned 
againſt chat roo, when Mercy it (elf ſhall 
condemn us, Who then ſhall intreat for us ? 
The reſult of all is, 

2. That the oreateſt care ſhould be ta- 
ken toavoid thole Sins, and a very great 
degree of ſorrow and repentance when we 
fall into chem. For where the danger is 
every way lo great, and no other means 
left of eſcaping it, we need not be long to 
determine our ſelyes inthe choice ; indeed 
there is nothing ſo eafie, if we' rightly 
con{ider it, as to keep our'felyes from {- 


ning againſt God : to fear him as our Lord, 


to love him as our Benefaftor, to obey him 
as the ſupreme Governour of the World, is na- 
tural to us .as men, and highly becoming 
us as his Creatures. We can'pretend no 
temptation to diſhononr him ; ic muſt be 
the effect either of invete#atermalice, ' or groſs 


_ ideration. The - Adulterer | and 'the 
D Drunkard 


[ 20 |] 
Drunkard may talk of gratifying theit luſts 
and appetites ;_ the ambitious. and revengeful 
man may raiſe himſelf upon the ruines of 
his Adverſary ; the Thief gets by his ſteal- 
ing, and the covetous man lays up lome- 
thing in ſtore ; but he that ſans againſt God 
can pretend to none of theſe ; he gratifies 
no luſt, ſerves no appetite, gets neither 
pleaſure nor wealth, is not the richer or 
the more eſteemed, bur ſells himſelf to work 
wickedneſs atno rate. A man burof ordi- 
nary prudence will not ea{ily provoke an 
Adverlary he knowshe can no way prevail 

x Cor, 19. 2p4inft, Why then do we provoke the Lord to 

I jealouſie ? are Wwe ſtronger than he ? A man 
that ſhall ſcorn to do an il! or a low thing, 
2. man that is jealous of his own Honour 
ta the laſt Point, and ſenſible of the leaft 
abuſe that is put upon him, ſhall yer diſ- 
honour God in his Day, in his Church, in his 
Yervice, in any thing that belongs unto 
him, and make light: of it : This, as ic 
fhews the great danger bf corruption In- 
to. which we are fallen.” fo it ſhould like- 
wile ſhow us what we are to do to reco- 

yer the: Dignity-of our Nature, the Perfe- 

Quons of our Being. - We cannot higher 


advance 


S [217 
advince our ſelves, rhan by punks near 
unto God 1 in doing him worſhip; and he 
has ſaid it, Thofe that honoxr we, 1 will-bonowr'; 1 Sam. 2. 
and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be tightly, eftebmed. __ 
Men cannot be fo tapid as to think God's 
Judgments ſhall never overtake them , . 
becauſe they are ſpared a while ;*-All * 7luter: de - 
the wiſe men in "0 World have'ever eggs 
dreaded a vengeance that is ſlow and long a. 
coming. Whoever then-refletting-upon - 
his former lite, ſhall kad himlelf guilty of 
thoſe ſop5- for which-there 1 is no femedy, 
unleſs ir ſhall pleaſe God :to-accept his /or- 
row and repentance, let hin earneſtly re- 
pent, and be hearcily ſorry for theſe his 
miſ-doings. ' It was the Prophet Jeremiab's- 
courle., Lament. 1. 16. For theſe things 1 
Weep, mine eye, mine eye runneth down with wa- 
ter, becanſe the Comforter that ſhould relieve. 
my ſeul 5 #5'far:\from me. Let hisrepentance 
be as ſincere as his fault has been heinous, 
and then who knows but God too may re- 
turn and repent, and leave a bleſſeng behind © 
him. 
| And thus I have £ gone through the Se- 
verals I obſerved from the Text : But I 


ſhould forget that we are not under the - 
Law, 


[22 ] 
Ram. 6.14 Fc bur-nubdet Grice, if. in concluſion 1 
ſhould not.ſupply the ſenſe that Eb; hath 
I ages, by _ the Queſti 
© ON here. ptopoled, I 4 man {m againſt the 
| Lord; who ſhall intreat for him? Take the 
1 Joh. 2. Anſweri ih the words of S. John, If any man 
Fe = i - ſin, "we: baye an Advocate with the Father Je- 
© \ ſus: Chriſt the-righteous : and he is the propitia- 
©" tion fot our ſms. We'need no other Media- 
tor, to intercede:for us, neither do we put 
our;tralk itmany:other ; his Merits are all- 
ſufficient, his Incereeſſion i 1s moſt power- 
ful. ' Let us therefore beſeech him by his 
Agony and Bloody Sweat, by his. Croſs and Pa - 
fron, by bis: precious! Death and Bural,. by - 
glorious RefurrefFion and Aſcenſion , to deli- 
= verve from the wrath to come. 


To him, vith the Rather and ah Hoy. 
Gboſt, be aſcribed all Honour, Praiſe 
and Jag, now and for ever. Amen. 


FINIS. 


